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PLANNING TOGETHER FOR A RESILIENT SCHUYLKILL COUNTY 

Schuylkill County is vulnerable to a wide range of natural and non-natural hazards that impact lives, property, 

and the economy.  The recent federal disaster declaration (DR-4408), resulting from the August 2018 severe 

storms and flooding, is a recent example of the loss Schuylkill County residents continue to experience. Past 

events and anticipated future events demonstrate the critical need to identify next steps to mitigate future 

losses and become more resilient. 

Schuylkill County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP) serves as 

the County’s action plan to reduce or eliminate the long-

term risk to life and property from hazards.  A multi-

disciplinary Core Planning Team was formed to provide 

guidance, leadership, and oversight of the 2019 Schuylkill 

County HMP update planning process.  This team acted as 

the point of contact for all participating jurisdictions and the various interest groups in the County.  The Core 

Planning Team selected the following vision statement for the 2019 HMP update to serve as a guide for plan 

development and represent what plan participants want to achieve over the 5-year performance period of the 

plan. 

Schuylkill County will be resilient because reducing hazard risk is an integral part of the
 County's livability and sustainability.

The development and update of this plan is a critical element in identifying pre-disaster mitigation actions in 

advance of a hazard event to break the typical disaster cycle of damage, reconstruction, and repeated damage. 

Schuylkill County’s FEMA-approved HMP ensures Schuylkill County and participating municipalities maintain 

eligibility for future FEMA funding in support of mitigation and disaster recovery efforts.

Planning Process 

The 2019 Schuylkill County HMP update is the result of 14 months of collaboration between the citizens and 

officials of the County and representatives from Tetra Tech, Inc. (Tetra Tech) to develop a pre-disaster, multi-

hazard mitigation plan that will guide the County toward greater disaster resistance, while respecting the 

character and needs of each community.  The Schuylkill County Planning Department and the Schuylkill County 

Emergency Management Agency co-led the update to the 2013 HMP.  All 67 municipalities were invited to 

participate in the planning process.  In addition, to maximize effectiveness of the HMP, the County fostered 

continual public and stakeholder engagement through a variety of methods, as described further in Section 3.  

Exhibit ES-1 summarizes the planning process and highlights key milestones in accordance with the Disaster 

Mitigation Act of 2000.

Sustained action to reduce or eliminate the 
long-term risk to human life and property 
from hazards (FEMA 2016). 

Hazard Mitigation 
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 Exhibit ES-1.  Summary of the 2019 Schuylkill County HMP Planning Process 
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Risk Assessment 

The 2019 HMP risk assessment described in Section 4 (Risk Assessment) provides the scientific foundation and 

quantitative basis for developing a mitigation strategy.  Risk assessments highlight the connection between 

existing vulnerability and the potential reduction of risk due to proposed hazard mitigation actions. 

Since 1955 Schuylkill County has been affected by 21 Presidential Disaster and Emergency Declarations, 

including the flood and severe storms in July and August 2018. After a review of historical events in the 

Commonwealth focusing on those in which Schuylkill County was designated for federal assistance,  the Core 

Planning Team and participating municipalities evaluated 12 hazards of concern, both natural and non-natural, 

for the 2019 HMP update. 

The evaluation yielded 7 of the 12 hazards of concern scoring a high-risk factor in accordance with the 

methodology identified in the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA) All-Hazard Planning 

Standard Operating Guide (PEMA October 2013).  The hazards of concern are presented below in Exhibit ES-2 

in accordance with their hazard ranking as determined by the Core Planning Team and participating 

municipalities. 

Exhibit ES-2.  Hazards of Concern by Risk Factor  

High 

 Blight 

 Drought and Water Deficiencies 

 Flood  

 Winter Storm 

 Radon

 Hurricane/Windstorm 

 Nuclear

Moderate 

 Mine Subsidence 

 Hazardous Materials and 

Transportation Incidents  

 Dam and Levee Failure 

 Wildfire 

Low

 Tornado 

Focusing on the high-ranked hazards, the following sections highlights results from the vulnerability 

assessments conducted and provide examples of mitigation actions identified in text boxes (2019-SC-xx).  

Section 4 provides individual hazard sections for more detailed discussions of each hazard’s location, extent, 

historic events, probability of occurrence and potential impacts to the population, buildings and critical 

facilities, economy, and the environment. 

BLIGHT 

In Schuylkill County, blight is a substantial issue and a top priority for municipal officials to address.  Blight 

conditions could occur anywhere within the County; however, it is more likely to occur in those municipalities 

with a greater vacancy rate (occupied/vacant housing) and/or those with an older housing stock. 
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According to the American Community Survey, the total 

vacancies in Schuylkill County generally have been increasing 

since 2009.  The vacancy rate in Schuylkill County is 

approximately 25 percent greater than the average vacancy 

rate in Pennsylvania and across the U.S. (estimated at 12 

percent).  The housing units indicated as vacant by the U.S. 

Census can be vacant for several reasons, including: 1) for 

rent; 2) rented, not occupied; 3) for sale only; 4) sold, not 

occupied; 5) for seasonal, recreational or occasional use 

(e.g., North Union and East Union Townships); 6) for 

migratory workers or 7) other. 

To correlate the U.S. Census vacant housing statistics to 

blight, we need to examine the municipalities with the ‘other 

vacant’ category.  Exhibit ES-3 summarizes the top ten (10) municipalities with the greatest number of vacant 

housing units in the ‘other vacant’ category and therefore more likely to experience blight in Schuylkill County. 

Although the quantitative impacts of blight could not be 

determined for this risk assessment,  Section 4.3.1 (Blight) 

provides a qualitative discussion on the impacts to the 

County’s assets.  The greatest impact is to the local 

economy.  In addition to the drain on local revenue due to 

abandoned structures and lack of thriving business, the cost 

to redevelop these areas is great.  In January 2017, Schuylkill County was awarded a grant for $1.4 million from 

the Commonwealth to demolish and remediate blighted properties throughout the County.  The following 

municipalities received funding to address blighted properties within their community.   

 The Borough of Minersville received $200,000 to demolish the former American Legion building and turn 

the area into a community park.  

 The Borough of Shenandoah received a portion of the grant to demolish 13 homes along Centre Street that 

were destroyed by a fire in 2016.  Two properties, one on North Main Street and one on West Coal Street, 

were also taken down in the Borough. 

 The Borough of Mahanoy City received $420,000 to demolish the Kaier Brewery building on Main Street.  

After demolition, the site was transformed into a community park and playground as part of Phase IV of 

the Borough’s Central Business District Streetscape Revitalization Program. 

 The City of Pottsville had been awarded Community 

Development Block Grant money to demolish 

approximately 9 blighted properties.  With the January 

2017 funds, the City tore down 8 blighted properties. 

Exhibit ES-3. Top 10 Municipalities More 
Likely to Experience Blight 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010

16 of the 67 communities in Schuylkill County 
have mitigation actions to address blighted 
properties throughout their jurisdiction. 

Blight Mitigation Actions 

Rehabilitate or demolish blighted properties in 
the borough. 

2019-Ashland-03 
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DROUGHT AND WATER DEFICIENCIES   

Schuylkill County residents and businesses receive water 

from three main sources: wells, reservoirs, and springs 

(Schuylkill 2013).  Although residents depending on well 

water can more easily handle short-term droughts, longer-

term droughts inhibit groundwater aquifers from recharging 

and thus can extend the problems of well owners for an 

indeterminate amount of time.  In Schuylkill County, there 

are over 3,500 domestic drinking wells (PADCNR 2017).  

Those not receiving drinking water from domestic wells rely on municipal water.  The Schuylkill County 

Municipal Authority is the largest public water provider and serves over 30,000 customers in 25 municipalities 

(SCMA 2017).  Additional municipal water providers include the Aqua PA, PA America, as well as many other 

municipal authorities, several privately-owned water suppliers, and two out-of-county suppliers including Aqua 

PA and Langsford/Coaldale JT Water Authority.  All of these water sources rely on surface water and are 

vulnerable to drought-related water deficiencies.   

Jurisdictions that are designated for agricultural use are particularly vulnerable to drought.  According to the 

County’s 2006 Comprehensive Plan, 29 percent of the County’s land area is considered agricultural (Schuylkill 

2006).  According to the 2012 USDA Census of Agriculture, the County provided over 105 thousand acres of 

farmland producing $166 million in agricultural products.  Notable agricultural products produced in the County 

are Christmas trees, potatoes, dairy products, and grain.  Schuylkill County is located in a ‘Christmas tree belt’.  

Christmas tree farming costs build over an approximate eight-year period before a return on investment is 

realized.  Therefore, a loss due to a natural hazard event, such as a drought, can be more devasting compared 

to annual crops, as the interest on investment compounds over the production period (Bates 2016).   

Since 1999, there have been 11 drought-related events in the County; 7 of these events were watches, 2 of 

these events were a warning, and 1 was an emergency.  Of these events, 3 had documented agricultural 

impacts to the County impacting a total of 5,213 acres of agricultural land resulting in damages of $425,230. 

FLOOD 

Schuylkill County has experienced significant impacts as a 

result of flood events, most recently in July and August 2018, 

which took place during the update of the HMP.  The County 

collected information from residents and business owners 

impacted by the August 2018 flood event via a survey on the 

County Emergency Management Agency (EMA) website. 

Nearly 90-percent of the 408 structures that reported 

impacts were single-family residential.  Exhibit ES-4 

summarizes the single-family residential floodwater levels 

for the 367 structures reported documenting basement and 

first-floor flooding.  Exhibit ES-5 illustrates the 2018 flood event water levels documented across the County 

for all occupancy types (apartments, mobile homes, single-family residential, and business/commercial). 

Cooperate with local water authorities, 
including mapping water source data and 
mapping locations of water sources needed 
during fires (such as ponds and dry hydrants). 
The boy scouts have mapped 11 municipalities 
for water to date.

2019-SC-09 

The 2019 Schuylkill County HMP proposes 111 
flood-related actions.  The actions are 
categorized by the following types: 

- Education and Awareness: 1

- Local Plans and Regulations: 10

- Natural Systems Protection: 13

- Structure and Infrastructure Projects: 87

Flood-related Actions 
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ES-4.  Single-Family Residential Floodwater Levels Reported to the County 

ES-5.  August 2018 Flood Event Water Levels 
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To assess the County’s flood risk further, the analysis used 

FEMA Risk Map products dated October 2017. Exhibit ES-6 

summarizes the assets exposed to and estimated potential 

losses resulting from the 1-percent annual chance flood 

event.  For flood loss estimates by municipality, refer to 

Section 4.3 (Flood).  HAZUS-MH v4.0 estimated 

approximately $742 million in losses (structure and 

contents) for the 1-percent annual chance flood event, which equates to approximately 3-percent of the 

County’s total replacement cost value.  Residential structures are responsible for the greatest losses among all 

occupancy types.   

Exhibit ES-6.  Summary of Potential Impacts in the 1-Percent Annual Chance Floodplain  

While the drafting of the 2019 HMP was nearing completion, FEMA released preliminary Digital Flood Insurance 

Rate Maps (DFIRMs) in August 2018, which provides differences from the October 2017 map products.  Overall, 

the 2018 preliminary DFIRMs depict an increase of approximately 61 acres and 124 acres in the floodplain for 

the 1- and 0.2-percent annual chance flood events, respectively.  Of the 67 communities in the County, 39 

municipalities see an increase in area for both the 1- and 0.2-

percent annual chance flood event boundaries. At the time 

of the 2019 HMP FEMA review, the appeal period for the 

preliminary 2018 DFIRM was scheduled to take place over 

the winter of 2018 into 2019; with a 90-day duration after 

the appeal period starts.    

Create a centralized hazard mitigation 
position at the County-level to assist with 
floodplain management and National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP) compliance.

2019-SC-04 

Conduct a capability assessment to determine 

which municipalities are capable to enroll and 

sustain participation in the Community Rating 

System (CRS).   

2019-SC-12 
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WINTER STORM 

Between 2009 and 2017, Schuylkill County experienced 11 major winter storm events, according to the NOAA-

NCDC storm events database; no reported loss information was available for these events.  Since 1954, 

Schuylkill County has been a declared disaster area for 6 of the 8 FEMA declared winter storm-related disasters 

and emergencies.  Exhibit ES-7 below displays the average annual snowfall for the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania between 1981 and 2010.  Schuylkill County experiences an average of 21-40 inches of snowfall 

annually, with the greatest snowfall occurring in the northern two-thirds of the County. 

Exhibit ES-7.  Average Annual Snowfall  

Source:  PEMA 2018 
Note:  The yellow oval surrounds Schuylkill County. 

The January 1996 snowstorm has been referred to as the “storm of the century,” and was the worst-case 

scenario of a winter storm in Schuylkill County.  As a result of the ‘Blizzard of 1996’ Schuylkill County received 

16 to 32 inches of snow.  This amount was equal to that of the County’s average snowfall that is experienced 

throughout the year.  Emergency services throughout the 

County were unable to continue normal operations and 

most road travel was impossible due to high winds causing 

snow drifts.  The National Guard was called upon to help 

transport people to hospitals either to work or for various 

treatments.  The County reported one fatality.  According to 

Schuylkill County 911 call records, between January 8 to 11, 

Several municipalities proposed actions to 
improve drainage, which can reduce flooding 
and help to decrease the likelihood of severe 
icing conditions along roadways.

Winter Storm-related Actions 
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1996, 4 residential properties suffered structural damage from collapse and 2 unknown type structures 

received damage (Schuylkill 2013). 

Although quantitative impacts for winter storms could not 

be determined for this risk assessment, Section 4.3.12 

(Winter Storm) provides a qualitative discussion on the 

impacts to the County’s assets.  As seen with the January 

1996 snowstorm, winter storms can cause widespread 

impacts to all aspects of the County.  Structural damages 

affected 6 properties during this event, which would 

represent less than 1-percent of the County’s total structural replacement cost value.  Therefore, for the 

purposes of this HMP, a 1-percent damage assumption has been applied as a conservative loss estimate and is 

equal to approximately $156 million of structural replacement cost value Countywide (FEMA HAZUS-MH v4.0). 

RADON 

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP) Bureau of Radiation Protection provides 

information for homeowners on how to test for radon in their houses. If a test results in radon concentrations 

over 4.0 pCi/L, then the Bureau works to help the homeowners make repairs to their houses to mitigate against 

high radon levels. The Bureau’s website summarizes the total number tests reported to the Bureau since 1990 

and publishes their results by zip code. Figure ES-8 summarizes the results for Schuylkill County, provided if 

over 30 tests total were reported to best approximate the average for the area (PADEP 2016).   

In Schuylkill County, 28 of 58 zip codes reported results from a sufficient number of tests to allow the Bureau 

to report the findings, which are shown in the table below.  PADEP does not post public results unless a zip 

code has had at least 30 tests conducted. The PADEP 

publishes the average and maximum results for a zip code; 

it does not offer a range of results for a zip code, 

municipality, or region. The PADEP Radon Division 

recommends that all homeowners test for radon, regardless 

of test results within their respective zip codes. Despite a 

low average text result within a zip code, many homes in 

that zip code may have elevated radon levels.   

Ensure the most accurate road closure data is 
obtained and is consistent across all platforms 
and levels of government in a timely fashion 
through coordination with PennDOT, 911 
center, EOC and municipalities; push 
information to the public.

2019-SC-01 

Conduct education and training to improve 
capabilities of municipal officials and staff at 
local emergency operation centers, including 
personnel (staffing) and communications as 
follows. This may be part of the ‘Mitigation 
Day’ as described in Section 7 (Plan 
Maintenance).

2019-SC-15 
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Exhibit ES-8.  Average Basement and First Flood Radon Level Tests for Zip Codes in Schuylkill County 

Note: Zip Codes with 0 pCi/L for average first floor value had insufficient data to estimate a value. 

HURRICANE/WINDSTORM 

According to the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) National Centers for 

Environmental Information (NCEI) storm events database, Schuylkill County experienced 201 hurricane and 

windstorm events between January 1, 1950 and December 31, 2017.  Total property damages as a result of 

these hurricane and windstorm events were estimated at $495,000.  Overall, there was one fatality and two 

injuries associated with these events.  These totals may also include damages to other counties and do not 

include other losses associated with hurricane and windstorms (e.g., rain, flooding, etc.) (NOAA NCEI 2018). 

Between 1954 and 2017, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania experienced 15 FEMA-declared wind-related 

major disasters (DR) or emergencies (EM) classified as one or a combination of the following disaster types: 

tropical storm, high winds, flash floods, severe storms, tornadoes, hurricane, or tropical depression.  Generally, 

these disasters cover a wide region of the Commonwealth; therefore, they may have impacted many counties.  

However, not all counties were included in the disaster declarations.  Of the events since 1954, Schuylkill 

County was included in five of the declarations; one of which was Hurricane Sandy (FEMA 2018).  Between 

2012 and 2017, the County experienced 9 identified major 

hurricane and wind-related events.  These events had 

documented damages of over $100,000.  Loss and impact 

information can vary depending on the source; therefore, 

the accuracy of monetary figures discussed is based only on 
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Ensure buildings in the Township meet 
International Building Code specifications for 
wind loadings.

2019-NManheim-08 
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the available information identified during research for this HMP.  

HAZUS-MH v4.0 estimated projected wind speeds for 100- 

and 500-year probabilistic hurricane events.  The estimated 

maximum 3-second gust wind speeds are 46 to 58 mph 

(Tropical Storm) and 60 to 77 mph (Tropical Storm to 

Category 1) for the 100- and 500-year events, respectively.  

These wind speeds correlate to an estimated total structural damage for all occupancy types of $232,000 for 

the 100-year mean return period (MRP) wind-only event, and approximately $10.1 million for the 500-year 

MRP wind-only event.  Most of these losses are to the residential building category, which account for over 99-

percent and 95-percent of the total losses for the 100- and 500-year events, respectively.  Building construction 

plays a major role in the extent of damage resulting from a severe storm event.  Due to differences in 

construction, residential structures are generally more susceptible to wind damage than commercial and 

industrial structures.  Mobile homes are the most vulnerable to damage, even if tied down, and offer little 

protection to people inside.  As discussed in Section 4.3.10 (Tornado), nearly 2,500 manufactured homes 

located in Schuylkill County are considered highly vulnerable to wind events.  Exhibit ES-9 displays the density 

of structural losses for all occupancy classes as a result of the 500-year MRP event.   

Debris management can be costly and impact the local 

economy.  HAZUS-MH v4.0 estimates the amount of debris 

that might be produced as result of the 100- and 500-year 

MRP wind events.  HAZUS-MH estimates over 30 tons of 

debris for the 100-year MRP event and over 2,000 tons of 

debris for the 500-year MRP event.  HAZUS-MH also estimates eligible tree volume, which is the estimated 

volume of downed trees that would likely be collected and disposed at public expense.  The eligible tree volume 

for the 100-year MRP event is estimated to be 22 cubic yards and for the 500-year MRP event is estimated to 

be 223 cubic yards. 

Rock-line swale along Lawson Street and re-
grade as necessary to ensure surface flow 
enters existing drainage network.

2019-Saint Clair-05 

Sediment and debris in the River cause more 

frequent flooding of the Island Park area. 

Remove sediment and debris from the River.

2019-Schuylkill Haven B-02 



Schuylkill County Hazard Mitigation Plan 

ES-12 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

ES-9. Density of Losses for Structures (All Occupancies) for the 500-Year Mean Return Period Event 

NUCLEAR 

Schuylkill County is located wholly within the 50-mile 

Ingestion Exposure Pathway Zone (EPZ) of the Susquehanna 

Steam Electric Station located in Luzerne County, and 

portions of the County are located within the Three Mile 

Island and Limerick Generating Station EPZ located in 

Dauphin and Montgomery Counties, respectively.  Should an 

accident occur at any of these facilities, the area within the 

Ingestion EPZ could receive some radioactive 

contamination. Exhibit ES-10 provides visual representation of where Schuylkill County falls in the 50-mile EPZ 

of nuclear power plants. 

An area with a radius of 50 miles from a 
nuclear facility. Exposure is primarily from 
ingestion of water or foods such as milk and 
fresh vegetables that have been contaminated 
with radiation as a result of a release. 

Ingestion Exposure Pathway Zone (EPZ) 
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Exhibit ES-10.  Schuylkill County Jurisdictions in the 50-Mile Ingestion Exposure Pathway Zone 

No municipalities are located in the 10-mile Plume Exposure 

Pathway, which refers to whole-body external exposure to 

radiation from a radioactive plume and deposited materials 

and inhalation exposure from the passing radioactive plume.  

All municipalities have a portion of their community located 

within the 50-mile Ingestion EPZ of the Susquehanna Steam 

Electric Station except Pine Grove Borough and Tower City 

Borough. Additionally, the location of Three Mile Island Generating Station and Limerick Generating Station 

place some municipalities within two or three Ingestion EPZs.  The municipalities located within an EPZ are 

more vulnerable to the contamination effects of nuclear incidents.   

Implement database and ESRI- based 
solutions to support emergency management 
operations, planning/community development 
and improve situation reporting between 
county and municipalities during an event.

2019-SC-08 
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Capability Assessment 

Assessing the County’s mitigation capabilities is an integral part of the mitigation planning process in which 

current resources for reducing the impact of hazards are identified and assessed.  Mitigation capabilities 

provide the means to accomplish desired mitigation outcomes.  Section 5 (Capability Assessment) provides a 

comprehensive review and evaluation of county and local capabilities used to support and facilitate mitigation 

activities. In conjunction with additional preparedness activities such as response planning, training and 

exercises, these mitigation capabilities form the foundation of resilient communities.    

Overall, limited staffing and limited funding are critical barriers to the implementation of hazard mitigation 

activities in the County. The County and municipalities will need to rely on regional, state, and federal 

partnerships for financial assistance. Schuylkill County will continue to alert municipalities when FEMA grant 

funding is available to apply and implement eligible projects in this HMP update. 

Mitigation Strategy 

The mitigation strategy is also known as the ‘heart of the plan.’  Schuylkill County’s mitigation strategy is 

composed of a vision statement, goals, and actions that directly address the risks and vulnerabilities identified 

in the risk assessment, as well as the findings of the capability assessment.  

The 2013 HMP goals were reviewed and determined to need rewriting.  Based on the input received from the 

Core Planning Team and participating municipalities, the 2019 HMP goals were finalized and meet the 

following: 1) align with Commonwealth mitigation goals, 2) embody the overarching needs and concerns of the 

County and participating municipalities, and 3) address both natural and non-natural hazard risk reduction. The 

2019 County HMP goals are listed below: 

 Goal 1: Reduce or eliminate the risk to people, property, the economy, and the environment from hazards.

 Goal 2: Prioritize, seek funding for, and implement mitigation and resilience efforts that focus on real, 

relevant community issues that can be reasonably accomplished in the short-term.

 Goal 3: Link natural resource management, land use planning, and watershed planning with hazard 

mitigation activities to conserve, restore, and enhance natural systems and to protect water resources and 

property.

 Goal 4: Improve local capabilities, including government, emergency, and other critical services, to protect 

citizens, reduce damage, and ensure continuity of services before, during, and after disasters.

 Goal 5: Incorporate mitigation concepts into County and municipal plans, policies, programs, and 

regulations. This includes compliance with the NFIP for all participating jurisdictions.

The Core Planning Team made concerted efforts to ensure that the County and its municipalities developed 

updated mitigation strategies.  Further, the team established actionable strategies that could be reasonably 

accomplished in the 5-year performance cycle of the 2019 HMP update. To assist with the identification of 

implementable and action-oriented mitigation actions for the 2019 HMP update, a three-step process was 

followed for the 2019 HMP update: 
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1) Assemble a ‘mitigation toolbox’ 

2) Identify problem statements through ‘mitigation brainstorming’, and  

3) Update the mitigation action plan. 

Overall there are 165 mitigation actions in the updated mitigation action plan, which includes all four FEMA 

mitigation strategy types: 1) plans and regulations, 2) structure and infrastructure projects, 3) natural system 

protection, and 4) education and awareness.  Exhibit ES-11 summarizes the types of countywide mitigation 

actions proposed for the 2019 Schuylkill County HMP.  Of these 165 actions, 155 actions are high priority.  

Flood-related actions account for the greatest proportion of actions with 111 actions. Section 6 (Mitigation 

Strategy) provides the comprehensive list of actions. 

Exhibit ES-11.  Number of Mitigation Actions by Mitigation Type 
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Plan Maintenance  

Maintaining momentum in mitigation strategy implementation can lead to significant long-term changes and 

overall risk reduction.  The development of a plan maintenance process ensures that the HMP remains a 

“living” document that is intended to be changed and updated throughout its performance period.  As such, 

the Schuylkill County HMP Coordinators, Schuylkill County Planning Department, and Schuylkill County 

Emergency Management Agency are responsible for overseeing the coordination, implementation, and 

maintenance of the plan collaboratively across the County throughout the plan’s peformance period (2019 to 

2024). 

Section 7 (Plan Maintenance) evaluates the challenges and successes of the 2013 HMP maintanence 

procedures, outlines an updated strategy to maintain the 2019 HMP to ensure it remains current, and reflects 

changes to the mitigation program over time.  The Schuylkill County HMP Coordinators will hold quarterly 

municipal meetings with the theme of ‘Mitigation Day’ and tie quarter 3 with Preparedness Month in 

September.  These meetings will be held either as stand-alone meetings or scheduled as part of a regularly 

scheduled meeting, such as the Emergency Management Coordinator quarterly meetings or the Schuylkill 

County Planning Commission meetings, to ensure greater participation and feedback.  Regularly revisiting the 

plan during meetings will ensure change in priorities are captured, progress on mitigation action is 

documented, and new mitigation actions are included in the plan.  In addition, the plan will continue to be 

available on the County Emergency Management website at: http://www.scema.org/hazard-mitigation-plan-

update-2019/.    

The Plan Maintenance also outlines how non-participating municipalities in the plan can meet the full 

participation requirements.   

This 2019 Schuylkill County HMP update fulfills the County and participating municipality’s requirements and 

will ensure continued funding eligibility under certain Stafford Act grant programs, including the following 

FEMA funding programs: 

 Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) 

 Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM), soon to be Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) 

 Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) 

Continual planning using the partnerships developed through the Schuylkill County HMP will result in a resilient 

Schuylkill County. 


