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This section describes the system that Schuylkill County and all participating jurisdictions have established to 

monitor, evaluate and update the HMP (Section 7.1); implement the mitigation plan through existing programs 

(Section 7.2); and solicit continued public involvement for plan maintenance (Section 7.3). 

7.1 Update Process Summary 

Monitoring, evaluating and updating the HMP is critical to maintaining its value and success in Schuylkill 

County’s hazard mitigation efforts. Ensuring effective implementation of mitigation activities paves the way for 

continued momentum in the planning process and gives direction for the future.  This section explains who will 

be responsible for maintenance activities and what those responsibilities entail.  It also provides a methodology 

and schedule of maintenance activities including a description of how the public will be involved on a continued 

basis.   

To the best of the knowledge of the Schuylkill County HMP Coordinators and Core and Municipal Planning 

Teams, no HMP progress reports were submitted from municipalities for the period of 2013 to 2018; however, 

some mitigation actions were accomplished during this period and reported during the 2019 HMP planning 

process (refer to Section 6).  The 2013 HMP Plan Maintenance section indicated that following disasters, the 

HMP will be reviewed and as necessary in response to any “lessons learned” or to address specific circumstance 

arising from the event. During the update of the 2019 HMP, as described earlier, Schuylkill County was 

impacted by two back-to-back flood events in July and August of 2018.  As a result, the HMP Coordinators 

(Schuylkill County Planning Department and Schuylkill County Emergency Management Agency) organized a 

‘2018 Flood Hot Wash’ to discuss lessons learned, best practices and identify problem areas and mitigation 

strategies for this HMP update.  These items are discussed further in Section 3 (Planning Process) and Section 

6 (Mitigation Strategy). 

The Core Planning Team reviewed the 2013 plan maintenance section and updated the maintenance 

procedures making it more specific and detailed in several aspects.  For example, the County Planning 

Department and County EMA will be holding quarterly municipal meetings with the theme of ‘Mitigation Day’; 

tying quarter 3 with Preparedness Month in September.  These meetings will be held either as stand-alone 

meetings or scheduled as part of a regularly-scheduled meeting such as the Emergency Management 

Coordinator quarterly meetings and/or the Schuylkill County Planning Commission meetings to ensure greater 

participation and feedback.  In addition, the plan will continue to be available on the County Emergency 

Management website.  The 2019 plan maintenance procedures also elaborate on how this plan may be 

integrated into other planning mechanisms in the County as described below. 

7.2 Monitoring, Evaluating, and Updating the Plan 

The Schuylkill County Planning Department and the Schuylkill County Emergency Management Agency will 

continue to work jointly on mitigation in the County.  The HMP Coordinator from the Planning Department, 



Schuylkill County Hazard Mitigation Plan 

March 2019 

7-2 

SECTION 7. PLAN MAINTENANCE 

Ms. Susan Smith, shall assume the lead for planning efforts, including being responsible for monitoring, 

evaluating, and updating this plan.  Ms. Susan Smith will continue to coordinate with Mr. John Matz the County 

Emergency Management Coordinator on various aspects of the plan maintenance as described herein.  The 

Core Planning Team will be retained and each participating jurisdiction is expected to retain a municipal hazard 

mitigation representative on the Municipal Planning Team to support the jurisdiction’s input to the monitoring, 

evaluating, and updating responsibilities identified in this section.   

Table 7-1 identifies the county and municipal members of the Municipal Planning Team as of the date of this 

HMP.    Understanding that individual commitments change over time, each jurisdiction and its representatives 

are responsible for informing the Schuylkill County HMP Coordinators of any changes in representation by 

formal letter. The HMP Coordinator will strive to keep the Municipal Planning Team makeup as a uniform 

representation of planning partners in the planning area.  

The following sections describe the monitoring, evaluating, and updating process and protocols for the 

Schuylkill County HMP. 
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Table 7-1.  Municipal Planning Team Members 

Jurisdiction 

Primary Point of Contact Secondary Point of Contact 

Name Title Name Title 

Ashland (B) Raymond Jones Jr Borough Manager 

Auburn (B) Zachary Sullivan Engineer Steve Moyer Engineer 

Barry (T) David Miller Engineer Daniel J. Hepler Supervisor/EMC 

Blythe (T) Bill Anders  Engineer Adam Nothstein Township Chairman 

Branch (T) John Andruchek  Zoning 

Butler (T) Paul Fetterolf  Supervisor Kate Staudenmeier Secretary 

Cass (T)

Coaldale (B)

Cressona (B) Steve Moyer Engineer Erin Hossler Secretary 

Deer Lake (B) William Anders  Engineer Dave Crouse Council President 

Delano (T) Ken Karlavage*   Delano Township Supervisor 

East Brunswick (T) John Heim Supervisor/EMC/Floodplain Kelly Coldren Secretary 

East Norwegian (T)  Kevin Davenport Road Foreman James Tohill, PE Township Engineer 

East Union (T) Bill McMullen Engineer Kyle Mummey EMC 

Eldred (T) Dan Dietrich Supervisor 

Foster (T) Christopher Rowlands Supervisor G. Robert Sterling Supervisor 

Frackville (B)  Helen Miernicki*  Councilperson/Realtor 

Frailey (T) Donald Allar Supervisor Chair Keith Allar Supervisor/Roadmaster 

Gilberton (B) Mark Keirsey Borough Council Member 

Girardville (B) Dan Heiser Borough Council Member Fred McDonald Borough Council Member 

Gordon (B) Jason Quick Borough Manager/EMC George Brocious Mayor 

Hegins (T) Gary Hornberger Secretary Allan Swab Zoning Officer 

Hubley (T) Keith Masser Supervisor Chair Kathy Krammes Secretary 

Kline (T)

Landingville (B)
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Jurisdiction 

Primary Point of Contact Secondary Point of Contact 

Name Title Name Title 

Mahanoy (T)

Mahanoy City (B) Bill Killian* Code Enforcement Officer 

McAdoo (B)

Mechanicsville (B)

Middleport (B)

Minersville (B) Eric Eichenberg Minersville Fire Chief James O'Brien 
Minersville Fire Chief, 1st 

Assistant 

Mount Carbon (B)

New Castle (T)  William Anders Township Engineer Kimberly Lutzkanin 
Secretary, Building Code 

Enforcement Officer 

New Philadelphia (B)

New Ringgold (B)

North Manheim (T) Steve Moyer Engineer Wayne Bowen Supervisor 

North Union (T) Steve Motil EMC Clyde Spiece Supervisor 

Norwegian (T) Mike Miller  Manager Stan Petchulis Chairman of Supervisors 

Orwigsburg (B)  Robert Williams*  Borough Manager 

Palo Alto (B)

Pine Grove (B) Thomas Fickinger* Borough Council Vice President Anthony Gurski Borough Council Member 

Pine Grove (T)

Port Carbon (B) Andy Palokas* Borough Council Member  

Port Clinton (B) John Blackwell Borough Council Member Paul Naftzinger Borough Council President 

Porter (T) Gary Bender Supervisor Chair Ryan Fasnacht Engineer 

Pottsville (B) Richard Wojciechowsky*  Pottsville Police Chief  

Reilly (T) James Diechert Public Works Administrator/EMC Robert Butensky Supervisor 

Ringtown (B)

Rush (T)

Ryan (T) William McMullen Permit Officer Franklin Fetter Supervisor 
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Jurisdiction 

Primary Point of Contact Secondary Point of Contact 

Name Title Name Title 

Saint Clair (B) Roland Price Secretary Brian Baldwin Engineer 

Schuylkill (T) Charles Fayash Supervisor Chair Charles Hosler Supervisor 

Schuylkill Haven (B) Scott Graver Borough Manager Michael Paulin Code Enforcement Officer 

Shenandoah (B)  Leo Pietkiewicz President of Council Joseph Palubinsky Secretary/Treasurer 

South Manheim (T) Steve Moyer Zoning Officer Kelly Handling Secretary 

Tamaqua (B) Kevin Steigerwalt Borough Manager   Robert Jones Public Works Director/EMC 

Tower City (B) Stephen Bohr EMC Irene Dubbs Secretary 

Tremont (B) Pryce Parker EMC James Scheibley Council President 

Tremont (T)

Union (T) Robert Murray Supervisor Darrell Laudeman Supervisor Chair 

Upper Mahantongo (T) Dave Miller Engineer Kyle Brown Supervisor Chair 

Walker (T) Chad Felty Roadmaster/EMC Ann Osterguaard Secretary 

Washington (T) Dawn Koch Township Manager Lynn Brown Roadmaster 

Wayne (T) Paul Moyer Sr EMC Randall Moyer Zoning Officer 

West Brunswick (T) Jason Stoudt Supervisor 

West Mahanoy (T)

West Penn (T) Katie Orlick Secretary Herb Woodring Assistant Secretary 

*Core Planning Team Member
Blank Field in Table – Point of contact not provided by municipality to date
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7.2.2 MONITORING  

Both the Core Planning Team and the Municipal Planning Team shall be responsible for assisting with the 

monitoring of the HMP.  This shall include (1) monitoring progress on, and evaluating the effectiveness of, the 

HMP, and (2) documenting this progress in a progress report.   

Prior to the ’Mitigation Day’ meeting scheduled to be dedicated to plan maintenance (detailed below and 

scheduled concurrent with an already scheduled County meeting), Core and Municipal Planning Team 

representatives may collect information from county and municipal departments, agencies, and organizations 

involved with the mitigation activities identified in Section 6 (Mitigation Strategy) of this plan. As needed, the 

representatives will make phone calls and conduct meetings with persons responsible for initiating and/or 

overseeing the mitigation projects to obtain progress information. Copies of any grant applications filed on 

behalf of any of the participating jurisdictions shall be provided to the Municipal Planning Team point of contact 

and shared with the HMP Coordinators. Further, the municipal representatives shall obtain any public 

comments made on the HMP from their municipal supervisor, mayor, or councilperson, and provide public 

comments to the HMP Coordinators for inclusion in the progress report.   

The planning partnership may refer to the worksheets available to assist in the evaluation process and 

maintenance of the HMP (Appendix I). The Municipal Planning Team representatives shall be expected to 

document the following, as needed and as appropriate using the referenced forms and submit to the HMP 

Coordinator, Ms. Susan Smith prior to the annual meeting: 

 Hazard events and losses occurring in their jurisdiction including their nature and extent, and the effects 

that hazard mitigation actions have had on impacts and losses 

 Progress on the implementation of mitigation actions, including efforts to obtain outside funding for 

mitigation actions 

 Any obstacles or impediments to the implementation of actions 

 Additional mitigation actions believed to be appropriate and feasible 

 Public and stakeholder input and comment on the HMP 

7.2.3 EVALUATING  

The evaluation of the HMP is an assessment of whether the planning process and actions have been effective, 

whether the HMP’s goals are being reached, and whether changes are needed. The plan will be evaluated on 

an annual basis to determine the effectiveness of the programs, and to reflect changes that may affect 

mitigation priorities or available funding. 

The status of the HMP will be discussed and documented at the ‘Mitigation Day’ plan review meeting with the 

Core and Municipal Planning Teams.  The outcomes of this meeting will be reported out at regularly-scheduled 

public meetings; either the Local Emergency Management Coordinator quarterly meetings, the Schuylkill 

County Planning Commission meeting or the Schuylkill County Board of Commissioners meeting.  The annual 

plan review meeting will be advertised using the Schuylkill County Emergency Management Agency social 

media and website.  At least one month before the progress plan review meeting, the Schuylkill County HMP 
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Coordinator, Ms. Susan Smith, will advise Core and Municipal Planning Team members of the meeting date, 

agenda, and expectations of the members. The Schuylkill County HMP Coordinator may also distribute 

additional materials including mitigation project opportunity forms for jurisdictions that may have new 

information. 

The Schuylkill County HMP Coordinator, Ms. Susan Smith, will be responsible for calling and coordinating the 

progress plan review meeting with Mr. John Matz, and assessing progress toward achieving plan goals. These 

evaluations will assess whether: 

 Goals address current and expected conditions 

 The nature or magnitude of the risks has changed 

 The HMP has been implemented into land use processes on the County and municipal levels 

 Current resources are appropriate for implementing the HMP and if different or additional resources are 

now available 

 Actions are cost effective 

 Schedules and budgets are feasible 

 Implementation problems exist—such as technical, political, legal, or coordination issues with other 

agencies  

 Outcomes have occurred as expected  

 Changes in County or municipal resources have impacted plan implementation (for example, funding, 

personnel and equipment) 

 New agencies, departments or staff should be incorporated, including other local governments as defined 

under Title 44 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Section 201.6 

 Documentation has been completed for any hazards that occurred during the last year 

Specifically, the Core Planning Team will review the mitigation goals and strategies using performance-based 

indicators, including: 

 New agencies/departments created that have authority to implement mitigation actions or are required 

to meet goals and actions 

 Project evaluation based on current needs of the mitigation plan 

 Project completion regarding progress of proposed or ongoing actions 

 Under/over spending regarding proposed mitigation action budgets 

 Achievement of the vision and goals  

 Resource allocation to note if resources are required to implement mitigation activities 

 Timeframe comments on whether proposed schedules are sufficient to address actions 

 Budget notes (in other words, if budget basis should be changed or is sufficient) 

 Lead/support agency commitment notes (if there is a lack of commitment on the part of lead or support 

agencies) 

 Resource comments regarding whether resources are available to implement actions 

 Feasibility comments regarding whether certain goals or actions prove to be unfeasible 
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Finally, the Core Planning Team, along with partnering with the Schuylkill County Planning Commission, will 

evaluate the ways other programs and policies have conflicted or augmented planned or implemented 

measures, and shall identify policies, programs, practices, and procedures that could be modified to 

accommodate hazard mitigation actions (described further under the “Implementation of Mitigation Plan 

through Existing Programs” subsection presented below in Section 7.2).  Other programs and policies can 

include those that address: 

 Economic development 

 Environmental preservation and permitting 

 Historic preservation 

 Redevelopment 

 Health and/or safety 

 Recreation 

 Land use/zoning 

 Public education and outreach 

 Transportation 

The Schuylkill County HMP Coordinator, Ms. Susan Smith, shall be responsible for coordinating with Mr. John 

Matz and preparing an HMP Annual Progress Report and if needed, a report after a major declaration.  The 

HMP Annual Progress Report will be based on the provided local progress reports from each jurisdiction, 

information presented at the Municipal Planning Team meeting, and other information as appropriate and 

relevant. These reports will provide data for the 5-year update of this HMP and will assist in pinpointing 

implementation challenges.  By monitoring the implementation of the HMP, the Municipal Planning Team will 

be able to assess which projects are completed, which projects are no longer feasible, and which projects may 

require additional funding. The progress reports will be submitted to PEMA and FEMA Region 3. 

This progress report shall apply to all planning partners who have provided input, and as such, shall be 

developed according to an agreed-upon format and with adequate allowance for input and comment of each 

planning partner prior to completion and submission to the State Hazard Mitigation Officer. Each planning 

partner will be responsible for providing this report to its governing body for their review.   

During the meeting, the Core Planning Team shall establish a schedule for the draft development, review, 

comment, amendment, and submission of the HMP progress report to the State Hazard Mitigation Officer. 

The HMP will also be evaluated and revised following any major disasters to determine whether the 

recommended actions remain relevant and appropriate.  The risk assessment will also be revisited to see if any 

changes are necessary based on the pattern of disaster damages or if data listed in the Section 4.3 (Hazards of 

Concern) of this HMP have been collected to facilitate the risk assessment.  These revisions are opportunities 

to increase the community’s disaster resistance and build a better and stronger community. 

7.2.4 UPDATING 

Section 44 CFR 201.6.d.3 requires that local hazard mitigation plans be reviewed, revised as appropriate, and 

resubmitted for approval in order to remain eligible for benefits awarded under the Disaster Mitigation Act of 
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2000 (DMA 2000).  The Schuylkill County has updated this HMP on a 5-year cycle from the date of initial plan 

adoption. This update to the HMP shows changes since the 2013 version. The next update to the HMP will 

occur in 2024.   

To facilitate the update process, the Schuylkill County HMP Coordinator (Ms. Susan Smith)—with support from 

the Schuylkill County Emergency Management Agency, Core Planning Team and Municipal Planning Team—

shall hold a meeting 3 years from the date of plan approval to develop and commence with the implementation 

of a detailed plan update program.  Ms. Smith shall invite representatives from the PEMA to this meeting to 

provide guidance on plan update procedures.  This program shall, at a minimum, establish the parties 

responsible for managing and completing the HMP update effort, features needed to be included in the 

updated plan, and a detailed timeline with milestones to ensure that the update is completed according to 

regulatory requirements.   

At this meeting, the Core Planning Team shall determine the resources needed to complete the update.  The 

Schuylkill County HMP Coordinator, Ms. Smith, shall be responsible for ensuring that needed resources are 

secured (e.g., grant funding).  

Following each 5-year update of the mitigation plan, the updated plan will be distributed for public comment. 

After all comments are addressed, the HMP will be revised and distributed to all Municipal Planning Team 

members and the Pennsylvania State Hazard Mitigation Officer. During this update process, the HMP 

Coordinator will invite jurisdictions that were nonparticipating (if applicable) during the last update or not as 

involved in the planning process, as well as additional relevant stakeholders and outside agencies, to join the 

Municipal Planning Team to ensure as comprehensive inclusion as possible. 

Addition of a Non-Participating Municipality 

As discussed in Section 1 (Introduction), plan participation requirements were outlined at the beginning of the 

2019 HMP update planning process.  There are municipalities that did not meet the full participation 

requirements.  If these municipalities decide to fully participate during the performance period of this plan 

(2019 to 2024), their outstanding participation requirements must be met.  The plan participation 

requirements are as follows:     

1. Submit a Letter of Intent to Participate (LOIP) to the County identifying primary and secondary points 

of contact and the NFIP Floodplain Administrator 

2. Provide data and information about your community as requested by the County Mitigation 

Coordinators (i.e., worksheets)  

3. Attend the annual mitigation review meetings organized by the Schuylkill County HMP Coordinators 

4. Adopt the plan through formal resolution once the above three requirements are met 

The Schuylkill County HMP Coordinators will document these additions and revisions to the plan in the annual 

HMP Progress Report submitted to PEMA and FEMA.  As outlined throughout this section, all municipalities 

that participate must also assist with the implementation of the plan maintenance strategy. 
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7.2.5 IMPLEMENTATION OF MITIGATION PLAN THROUGH EXISTING PROGRAMS 

The intention of the County and participating jurisdictions is to incorporate mitigation planning as an integral 

component of daily government operations.  Municipal Planning Team members will work with local 

government officials to integrate the newly adopted hazard mitigation goals and actions into the general 

operations of government and partner organizations.  Further, the sample adoption resolution (located in 

Section 8) includes a resolution item stating the intent of the local governing body to incorporate mitigation 

planning as an integral component of government and partner operations.  By doing so, the Core and Municipal 

Planning Teams anticipate the following: 

1) Hazard mitigation planning will be formally recognized as an integral part of overall emergency 
management efforts. 

2) Hazard mitigation planning will be formally recognized as an integral part of land use policies and 
mechanisms. 

3) The HMP, the Comprehensive Plans for Schuylkill County and its municipalities, and County and 
municipal Emergency Operations Plans (EOP) will become mutually supportive documents that work 
in concert to meet the goals and needs of County residents. 

4) Duplication of effort can be minimized. 

5) Model documents will be developed and made available to streamline processes including draft 
press releases, Incident Action Plans, ordinances and language for comprehensive plans. 

Integration of Mitigation into Ongoing and Future Planning Mechanisms 

It is the intent of the County and its participating municipalities to strengthen the focus on mitigation by 

continuing existing policies, and by further implementing the mitigation policies and strategies contained in 

this HMP. Implementation actions will include incorporating the goals of the HMP into ongoing planning, 

zoning, building, and engineering activities.  

The County Planning Department and Planning Commission play a significant role with leading the County 

Comprehensive Plan and through governance of the zoning and subdivision of about half of the municipalities 

in the County.  Therefore, the County Planning Department and Planning Commission will lead and urge 

municipalities to do the same, as appropriate: 

 Notify other municipalities about grant and other funding opportunities as they arise  

 Evaluate whether all construction projects meet hazard mitigation goals   

 Use data and maps from this HMP as supporting documentation in grant applications 

 Ensure local planning or economic development groups identify hazard areas when assisting new 

businesses in finding a location 

 Look at mitigation actions when allocating funding for the municipal budgets 

 Incorporate hazard mitigation actions in daily operations and on all projects 

 Include hazard mitigation when updating municipal ordinances 

 Identify hazard areas in updates of comprehensive plans to identify land use issues  

 Review the hazard mitigation plan prior to land use or zoning changes, and permitting or development 

decisions 
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The information on hazard, risk, vulnerability, and mitigation contained in this HMP is based on the best science 

and technology available at the time of the HMP’s preparation.  All participating jurisdictions recognize that 

this information can be invaluable in making decisions under other planning programs, such as comprehensive, 

capital improvement, and emergency management plans.  Existing processes and programs through which the 

mitigation plan should be implemented are described below.   

The plan participants will make every effort to implement the relevant sections and or data contained in the 

HMP utilizing administrative, budgetary, and regulatory processes as well as partnerships to the maximum 

extent, as described below. 

Administrative 

Administrative processes include county departmental or organizational work plans, policies, or procedural 

changes, which could be addressed by the following departments: 

 Planning, Zoning and GIS 

 Emergency Services 

 Economic Development 

 Real Estate/Engineering 

 Conservation District 

Additional administrative measures may integrate the HMP into county-level plans and any municipal updates 

to comprehensive plans as noted in Section 6.   

Budgetary 

In terms of budgetary processes, the County will review budgets and, if funding is available, include a line item 

for mitigation actions. In addition, the County will maximize mitigation aspects of proposed projects, and will 

encourage municipalities to do likewise. 

Regulatory 

Regulatory measures—such as the creation of ordinances and other directives—will be considered to support 

hazard mitigation in the following areas: 

 Comprehensive Planning - Institutionalize hazard mitigation for new construction and land use. 

 Zoning and Ordinances 

 Subdivision and Land Development 

 Floodplain Ordinance 

 Building Codes - Enforcement of codes or higher standards in hazard areas 

 Capital Improvements Plan – Consider projects identified in the HMP and include hazard mitigation in the 

design of new construction. 

 National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) – Continue participation in this program and explore participation 

in Community Rating System (CRS) Program. 
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 Prior to formal changes (amendments) to master plans, zoning, ordinances, capital improvement plans, or 

other mechanisms that control development, all above-mentioned plans will be reviewed to ensure they 

are consistent with the hazard mitigation plan. 

Funding 

The County and its jurisdictions will consider multiple grant sources to fund eligible projects. These 

opportunities may include, but are not limited to: 

 Federal 

• Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Pre-Disaster Mitigation Program (PDM) 

• FEMA Flood Mitigation Assistance Program (FMA) 

• FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP-Stafford Act, Section 404) 

• U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) 

• U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA) Public Works Program 
 State 

• Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) Pennsylvania Infrastructure Bank 

• Pennsylvania Dirt, Gravel and Low Volume Roads program 

• Growing Greener Watershed Protection Grant 
  Nonprofit organizations, foundations, and private sources 

Other potential federal funding sources include: 

 Stafford Act, Section 406 – Public Assistance Program Mitigation Grants 

 Federal Highway Administration 

 Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 

 U.S. Fire Administration – Assistance to Firefighter Grants 

 U.S. Small Business Administration Pre and Post-Disaster Mitigation Loans 

 U.S. Department of Economic Development Administration Grants 

 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 U.S. Department of Interior, Bureau of Land Management 

 Other sources as yet to be defined 

Partnerships 

The following opportunities for partnerships will be encouraged to provide a broader support and 

understanding of hazard mitigation: 

 Existing neighborhood communities  

 Creative Partnership Opportunities for Funding and Incentives 

• Public-Private Partnerships including utilities and businesses 

• State cooperation 

• In-kind resources 
 Partnership Opportunities with other Federal, State, and Local Agencies 

• American Red Cross (ARC) 

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 

• Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
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• Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

• National Oceanic and Atmosphere Administration (NOAA) 

• National Weather Service (NWS) 

• Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) 

• Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PA DEP) 

• Pennsylvania State Police (PSP) 

• United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

• United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) 

• United States Geological Service (USGS) 

• Watershed Associations 

• Fire Chiefs Association 

• Schuylkill County Volunteer Firefighters Association 

• Schuylkill County Board of Realtors 

• Schuylkill County LEPC 

• Schuylkill County Chamber of Commerce 

During the HMP evaluation process, the Core Planning Team will identify additional policies, programs, 

practices, and procedures that could be modified to accommodate hazard mitigation actions, and will include 

these findings and recommendations in the HMP Progress Report.   

7.3 Continued Public Involvement 

Schuylkill County and participating jurisdictions are committed to the continued involvement of the public in 

the hazard mitigation process.  Therefore, the HMP will remain posted on the Schuylkill County Emergency 

Management Agency website (http://www.scema.org/hazard-mitigation-plan-update-2019/) during the five-

year cycle.    

A link will be posted to accept and track public comments via a Survey Monkey or equivalent surveying site.  

The Schuylkill County HMP Coordinator, Ms. Smith, will be responsible for receiving, tracking, and filing public 

comments regarding this HMP. The public will have an opportunity to comment on the HMP at the 3-year 

review meeting for the HMP and during the 5-year plan update.    

The Schuylkill County HMP Coordinator is responsible for coordinating the HMP evaluation portion of the 

meeting, soliciting feedback, collecting and reviewing the comments, and ensuring their incorporation in the 

5-year plan update, as appropriate. Additional meetings may also be held as deemed necessary by the Core 

and Municipal Planning Teams. The purpose of these meetings would be to provide an opportunity for the 

public to express concerns, opinions, and ideas about the mitigation plan.  

The Municipal Planning Team representatives shall be responsible to ensure that: 

 Solicit public comment and input on the HMP, and hazard mitigation in general. An opportunity to 

comment on the HMP will be provided directly on the project website, and provisions for public comment, 

in writing, will also be made.   
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 The Executive Summary will be made available as hard copies at County municipal buildings along with 

instructions to facilitate public input and comment on the HMP. 

 Schuylkill County Emergency Management Agency HMP web page (http://www.scema.org/hazard-

mitigation-plan-update-2019/) is being maintained throughout the 2019 update period of performance. A 

draft copy of the HMP will be posted for public comment.  Upon conclusion of the HMP 2019 update, 

appropriate notifications and links to the FEMA-approved HMP will be maintained on the website 

(http://www.scema.org/hazard-mitigation-plan-update-2019/). 

 Public notices will be made, as appropriate, to inform the public of the availability of the HMP, particularly 

during plan update cycles. 

The Schuylkill County HMP Coordinators, Ms. Smith and Mr. Matz, shall ensure that: 

 Public comment and input on the HMP (and hazard mitigation in general) are recorded and addressed, as 

appropriate;  

 The Schuylkill County Emergency Management Agency website is maintained and updated with 

information on the plan updates and grant opportunities, as appropriate; 

 All public and stakeholder comments received are documented and maintained; 

 Public notices (including media releases) are made, as appropriate, to inform the public of the availability 

of the HMP, particularly during plan update cycles. 


