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SCFCA Meeting Minutes 

Minutes-SCFCA October 20, 2020 

The October 2020  meeting of SCFCA was called to order by President Zangari at 
Schuylkill County Fire Training Center and on Zoom. 

Pledge to the flag - Roll Call of officers — All present or excused 
President Frank Zangari -  p Secretary John Matz -  p 
1st VP Dave Sattizahn - p Trustee Kevin Sibbett-  p 
2nd v             Bob Leshko —  p Trustee Dave Hardinger - ex 
Treasurer Gary Witmier -  p 
Fin Secretary Scott Krater - Ex 

Trustee Jason Hartz- p 

 

Minutes of the January 2020 meeting – motion to dispense with reading the minutes by 
Rick Examitas second by Bob Leshko  Motion Passed 

Before the committee reports there was a brief introduction and explanation of the ISO 
system presented by Kathleen Gavala and Bill Bechanich from ISO. 

Treasurer Report – 1-22-20 to 10-20-20  Opening balance $730.26,  Receipts:  Dues $ 
305,  Shirts  $20 Expenses:  Bank Charges, $16,  Ending Balance $1,039.26 .  The 
report was accepted on a  motion by Bob Leshko second by Tony Ashman - motion 
passed 

Committee Reports: 
1. Communications – Jason Witmier reported for the committee. The group is 
putting together a task list and prioritizing concerns for the fire service and will move 
through each in order to accomplish the priorities and not become bogged down dealing 
with too many issues at one time.  CAD – we know what dates were promised, what is 
the status of the project? What are the new target dates? What kind of accountability is 
there to meeting these dates so we can move the system forward? There were recent 
issues with the Working Fire Page that were addressed.  There has been no policy 
change to the procedure, the 911 center is still committed to putting out the page.  It can 
go out on your request or if the dispatcher hears radio traffic indicating it is a working 
fire, they may put out the page on their own. That is the protocol and though some have 
been missed, that was an internal issue and has been addressed internally. One of the 
most significant issues is ENCRYPTION, as a group we have fought encryption from 
the start. There has been renewed discussion on decrypting the fire band. There are 
financial implications to consider and no decision will be made until the fact are 
gathered and the information presented to the group for consensus.  Complaints on 
channel assignments issues have been heard.  If you have additional comments and 
concerns, please forward by email to:  jasonwitmier@gmail.com   
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2. JFSIP- There have been two clients within the same community in the last nine 
months. FJZ is working with the fire chief in that community. More of a family issue that 
a problem with the children.  There have been no reoccurances from either child. 

3. SOG's – Dave Hardinger sent in a report as he was excused for work. There were 
two updated SOG presented at the last meeting.  The first dealt with the orange 
emergency button on the radio being used in a MAYDAY situation.  There was lengthy 
discussion and it seems that the SOG is correct as written.  There have been no further 
issues with this procedure and it is believed to be a programming error on a particular 
portable radio. The recommendation is to maintain the SOG as written. Four additional 
SOG are written but have not been transmitted to the group.  The four are:  Still alarms 
received at station, Safety Belt safety, PPE maintenance and Back-up Safety  
 
4. Fire marshal - A new PSP Fire Marshal is being trained and assigned to Troop L 
working from the Reading station, Corey Heidenbach may be covering the county when 
John Burns is unavailable. 

5. Fire Prevention – KIDDE is not doing a Smoke Alarm Program this year.  From 
2003 to 2019, Kidde in cooperation with WNEP provided 156,000 smoke detectors to 240 
local fire departments across NE PA.  Nationwide, Kidde provided 1.5 million units.  The 
program may be reinstated in 2021, Frank Zangari will be checking with the contacts for 
the program.  There are smaller programs distributing smoke detector but not to the 
magnitude of the Save-a-like program. 

6. Training – With COVID, the training was been minimal due to the restrictions put 
on by SFA and BCCC.  The site is currently available for compnay level training.  The site 
will remain open as long as weather permits.  Request will be processes as soon as 
possible.  The classrooms have been modified to accommodate the social distancing with 
financial assistance from the county commissioners.  Classes are posted and are filling 
up.  There will be some transition to on-line delivery with practical taking place at the fire 
school.  

7. Bureau of Forestry – Jake Navitsky from DCNR thanked everyone for the support 
during the season.  The local DCNR are currently testing the new radios on the state’s P-
25 System and will be moving over fully at some point.  Some local stations have received 
equipment through the VFA Grant and there may be additional funds toward the end of 
the year.  If anyone needs hand tools and bladder bags, please provide a list to Jake.  He 
will keep the list of equipment in the event that funds become available.  Federal Excess 
Program is available for equipment, there is a new manager for PA and other states.  He 
can help get more equipment pushed out to the states.  Training was halted because of 
covid.  We were able to finish the S-130 program.  Jake will try to get more training 
approved through Harrisburg and the state forester.  If there is interest for 2021, please 
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contact Jake for 130 or 190 program.  The DCNR has lost a person in Dauphin and Jake 
is currently covering that area.  If you have any questions, please contact Jake directly.  

8. Fire Advisory Board -  

9. Legislative Report -  Oct 10 SWAB discussion centered on the COVID grant – avg 
of  your 2019 state grant plus remaining funds divided equally among all applicants that 
put in for the grant.  Only 86 of 102 stations within Schuylkill put in for the grant.  You 
cannot use the grant for debt redction.  Allowable expenses can be loss of revenue, 
maintenance on vehicle, insurance, inspection, fuel utilities.  The staion must have paid 
the bills to be able to recover the funds.  The amount of the grant is about $11,000.  Those 
stations that put in for COVID funds from the county cannot double dip?  There were 
questions and comments from the floor.  A. When will the funds be distributed. Hopefully 
within the next few weeks.  B. Mike Kehler, Fountain Spring said he was contacted from 
the OSFC and the fund raising loss is not eligible and you must have spent the funds in 
order to be reimbursed and keep the funds.  C. Many people may be misinterpperting the 
program.  Anything you have spent from March of 2020 to end of year.  You cannot just 
replace fund raising if you would have banked the funds.  The fund raising would have 
had to be used to pay expenses.  

10. 1-81 / State Roadways — two county bridges will be repaved in the coming weeks,  
911 has reviewed the detours in East Union and Porter Twps.  Once the date of work is 
confirmed, the affected areas will be notified.  Penn DOT conducted the pre-Winter 
Meeting with DOT from surrounding counties, PSP station leadership and EMA and 911.  
The local PENN DOT operation will begin 5 day 24 hours operations next week.  Penn 
DOT supervisors are available 24-7-365 through the office answering service.  Beginning 
Nov 9, there will be skeleton shifts operating 3-11 and 11-7.  During any weather event, 
they will operate on 12 hr shifts throughout.   

Committee Reports were accepted as read 

Commissioners – joined the meeting remotely.  Commissioner Halcovage discussed the 
local situation with Covid and the local uptick in cases.  He also urged all chiefs to contact 
state legislators to talk about the need for funding in the emergency services.  They have 
hired a consultant to help with the CARES act funding as it must be dispensed by the 
end of the year.  Commissioner Hess also spoke about the efforts to continue training 
the firefighters.  He also acknowledges our concerns with the CAD system and he fully 
agrees that it must get up and running soon.  Commissioner Hetherington said the 
commissioners were happy to see the money that came to the fire service through the 
OSFC.  He also mentioned that the support of his two fellow commissioners and the late 
Frank Staudenmeier for the fire training center has been outstanding over the years.  
Frank Zangari thanked the commissioners for joining the meeting. 
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Correspondence — the checks for the HS awards were sent in early March. 

Old Business — 

• The SCEMA.org website is set up to accept data on personnel, apparatus 
and specialized equipment.  Please follow the instruction for entering data. If 
you encounter any issues, please email Matz for assistance.  There will be 
some changes in the coming weeks to separate the basic apparatus 
information from the specialized equipment.  This should make it easier to 
search for the specialized equipment and supplies, such as containment 
materials, LDH, gas meters, generators, form, portable pumps, etc.  

• SCEMA is able to do photo ID’s.  There is still a glitch with attaching pictures 
to the personnel records.  Pictures can be taken with any cell phone camera.  
Please use a solid, light colored background, remove hats, and take only a 
head and shoulder shot.  Once the photo’s are taken, make sure each is 
easily identified so it can be matched with a personnel record.  EMA can 
provide a Drop Box link for uploading the pictures or you can provide them 
on a thumb drive.   

• The personnel records must be brought up to date before any cards can be 
printed 

New Business – 
Nomination of Officers 
 

Position Nominated by 
President Frank Zangari Kevin Sibbett 
1st Vice President Dave Sattizahn Kevin Sibbett 
2nd Vice President Bob Leshko Dave Sattizahn 
Treasurer Gary Witmier Tony Ashman 
Financial Secretary Scott Krater Philip Groody 
Secretary John Matz Rick Examitas 
Trustee Kevin Sibbett Philip Groody 
Trustee Dave Hardinger Bob Leshko 
Trustee Jason Hartz Dave Sattizahn 
   

 
Motion to close nominations by Bob Leshko, second by Kevin Sibbett.  Motion 

passed  
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Matz reported for EMA - In the last eight (8) weeks there have be four (4) significant 
releases of hydrocarbons that have created issues that will be very far reaching and 
potentially very expensive to mitigate.  A production facility had a release of about 250 
gallons of hydraulic oil which entered a small creek, flowed into a pond at a residence 
and eventually made it into the Pine Creek and into the Susquehanna River.  The 
release was not initially reported by the responsible party. Two home heating oil tanks 
failed, each releasing up to 275 gallons onto the basement floor.  In one case the floor 
drain was connected to the sanitary sewer and entered the STP, fortunately, the 
release was discovered before the oil got far into the process.  The cost to correct was 
significant.  The second situation resulted in an oil release which has contaminated the 
residential well on the property and polluted the small creek behind the house, which 
drains into the Bear Creek and eventually to the Schuylkill River.  US EPA is assisting 
with the remediation, with an estimated clean-up cost of $25K.  The fourth incident was 
a release of 20K gallons of gasoline due to a failed tank at a service station.  PA DEP 
and a contractor are drilling surveillance wells, monitoring the migration of the gasoline 
and developing a plan to remove the product from the ground.  They anticipate the cost 
of the operations to be significant. 

 
In all situations involving releases of chemicals, please notify EMA through the 911 
Center.  PA DEP must be notified so they can do follow up to insure the mitigation 
efforts are sufficient.  This is one of the reasons, local fire should not do anything 
beyond the initial containment of the release.  Giving the impression that fire will take 
care of it may allow the responsible party to assume that all encounters with DEP or 
US EPA will be your responsibility. There is a list of DEP vetted contractor authorized 
to do clean-up of hydrocarbons in the area.  The most significant action along with 
containment and determining environmental impact is to gather as much information 
about the responsible party early in the incident and relaying the information to EMA / 
911. Also developing a flyer for tank awareness. 

 
Good of the Organization 

Chief Philip Grody of FD 38 discussed a program in Ashland area.  We were gifted with 
some CO alarms from the Salvation Army and the United Way and an article was run in 
SKOOK NEWS.  The ARC did not have a part in this program from a higher level than 
out local ARC .  14 were installed in Ashland and 9 in Giradville on a pre-registered 
basis.  The ARC will keep us posted on additional smoke detector programs.  The chief 
also thanked all who came to assist Ashland during the recent significant fires.  He 
reported that Borough Manager Ray Jones is out of the hospital after being injured at 
the fire.  He also mentioned that property owners who neglect to up-keep their places 
put the community and our firefighters at risk and cause these catastrophes.  The next 
meeting in January 19, 2021 – method TBD and announced. 

Motion to Adjourn — by Bob Leshko, second by Kevin Sibbett. 


