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The October 2021  meeting of SCFCA was called to order by President Zangari at 
Schuylkill County Municipal Authority Training Room in Pottsville. 

Pledge to the flag - Roll Call of officers — All present or excused 
President           Frank Zangari -   P Secretary         John Matz  P 
1st VP             Dave Sattizahn -  EX Trustee            Kevin Sibbett- P 
2nd v                   Bob Leshko —  EX Trustee            Dave Hardinger - EX 
Treasurer          Gary Witmier -  P Trustee            Jason Hartz-  A 
Fin Secretary       Scott Krater - P  

 

Minutes of the July 2021 meeting – motion to approve the reading of the minutes by 
Gary Witmier second by Phil Groody Motion Passed 

The normal order of the meeting was paused, allowing two persons involved with the 
planning for the reconstruction of SR 61, the Frackville Grade, to provide an overview of 
the project.  Rob Prophet of Traffic Planning & Design, Inc. the PennDOT contractor 
planning the project, Kyle Oszeyczik of AECOM, the project manager and  for the 
reconstruction of SR 61 between Frackville and Saint Clair.  This was an informational 
presentation with additional dialogue following, allowing the guest to hear the concerns 
of the first responders throughout the area.  Though the response to this segment of the 
SR61 corridor involved only a small number of response agencies, the 4-year duration 
of the project is going to significantly impact all of the county, increasing traffic on other 
roadways, slowing mutual aid response and hindering travel on the main non-interstate 
artery through the county.  As this is a significant issue, additional meetings will be 
conducted prior to the start  to follow as the preparation of the Traffic Control and 
Incident Management plans are developed. 

Treasurer Report:  Period 4/21/2021 to 10/4/2021  Opening balance 475.26,  
Receipts:  Dues 115.00:  Bank Charges, 8.00  Ending Balance 582.26 .  The report was 
accepted on a  motion by Kevin Sibbett second by Lee Ruch - motion passed 

Committee Reports: 
1. Communications –  Scott Krater reported that the CAD project is close to being 
done. Address verifications numbers are improving; though, there are areas where Kris 
Fessler may reach out to the chiefs for help getting response from the municipalities.  
He also noted there are issues with comms in the Coaldale area and asked that when 
the problem arise, to please notify the center so Greens can look into the issue with the 
heartbeat of the system.  Also, the communication issues in Tremont and western 
Schuylkill are be addressed. 
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2. JFSIP- the group met with 3 children, the mother other associated adults.  
Additional contact with the parent is on-going.  Smoke detectors have been provided, as 
the number in the home was insufficent. 

3. SOG's – Dave Hardinger was unable to attend the meeting because of work 
commitments; however, he provided three SOG’s for review and discussion.  Seatbelt 
usage, Apparatus backing and Emergency call / alarms received at the station.  Copies 
of each will be posted to the SCEMA.org website for review and download. 

4. Fire marshal – no report 

5. Fire Prevention – no report 

6. Training – SCEMA now has responsibility for coordinating training at the SCTFC 
and any local level request for in-house courses.  John Blickley is the POC.  There have 
been changes to the on-line registration process and additional changes will be 
implemented as time allows, including changing the forms to appear properly on a hand 
held device. Use the SCTFC website to request classes and access to the grounds 
(which is still done by Kevin Sibbett) 

7. Bureau of Forestry – no report  

8. Fire Advisory Board – no activity 

9. Legislative Report -  FJZ, as part of the PFESI group doing outreach, has been 
conduccting programs in areas of the state to address the declining number of 
volunteers, the need for municipal involvement in mid and long term planning and the 
challenges of meeting preceived training requirements.  He mentioned tat during the 
session in DeBois PA, members were confused of the level of training that was required 
for Apparatus Operators who would not be doing active firefighting.  The State Fire 
Commissioner has put in his retirement papers effective in November 2021.  

10. 1-81 / State Roadways — 
a Penn DOT conducted the pre-Winter Meeting with DOT from surrounding 

counties, PSP station leadership and EMA / 911.  Penn DOT supervisors are 
available 24-7-365 through the office answering service.  Beginning in early 
November, ranger crews will be operating 3-11 and 11-7.  During any weather 
event, they will operate on 12 hr shifts throughout the event.  Priority will be the 
interstate, state highways the secondary roads. 

 
b EMA along with the City met with PennDOT local manager Tom Rogal and 

George White from the traffic planning division to discuss the situation with 
detours along SR 61and SR 901 between Pottsville and SH / Cressona area.  
During the discussion, the areas of concern were expanded to include the entire 
SR61 corridor and other problem areas. They are reviewing signage and 
placement of supplies that may make it easier to implement a detour.  
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c During off hours, when no crews are on shift, the call out time is 3 hours.  If 

contacting PennDOT through 911, ask for an assistant manager and be specific 
on what you are asking for.  They will not / can not provide traffic control; 
however, barricades to block roadways or help facilitate detours can be provided 
as well as request to the Traffic Management Centers to change variable 
message boards on the interstates and provide updates to 511PA.com about any 
disruption to traffic.  

 

d EMA is working through SED-CO to reach out to the distribution centers near 
High Ridge to try early warning of incidents that may re-route commercial traffic 
to other routes (I-81 / I-78).   

Committee Reports were accepted as on motion by Tony Aschman, second by Randy 
Kraus 

Correspondence:   none 

Old Business: 

• SCEMA continues to make changes to the website to do a better job of collecting 
accurate, up-to-date information on personnel, apparatus and equipment.  We have 
identified some issues and the web-master is working to correct the situation. We have 
been through a recent push to update the personnel records, chiefs and the station 
administrators have received numerous emails and Excel sheet attachments with 
personnel information.  Request were sent in July, August and September.  

• For those station which have not responded to multiple requests, all personnel 
information that was more than 2 years old has been removed for the system  effective 
September 24, 2021.  When I received an updated spreadsheet, the information can be 
restored; otherwise, the station can re-enter the information by hand.  

• The following stations each have had a significant number of personnel removed from 
the database: Delano, WPT, Coaldale, Middleport, Tremont, Forestville and South 
Cass, Port Clinton, Seltzer, Orwin, Joliett, Rainbow of SH, Good Intent & Good Will of 
Pottsville, Goodwill Cressona, Mary-D, North End PG, American & East End of 
Tamaqua, Washington of MC, Goodwill Minersville, Palo Alto – both stations, 
Locustdale and St Clair – all 5 stations. 

• SCEMA is able to do photo ID’s.  A paper with instructions is included for guidance. The 
personnel records must be brought up to date before any cards can be printed. 
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• As many (but not all) of the stations in the county have updated personnel list, we are 
now able to get a better view of the number of personnel rostered across the county.  
There are about 2,300; however, if you delete the double, triple and quad rostered 
individuals, the number is closer to 2,000.  We are still working on determining the age 
breakdown, though an initial look indicates that we will have an average age of 
personnel that will be in the 47 year old range. 

New Business: 

• Oil / Hydrocarbon leaks – ultimately – responsible party. First Responders – upon 
arrival, assess the situation, begin action to contain. To establish the Responsible Party, 
use the data collection sheets and relay the info to EMA through 911. With the 
information, we will try to contact the firm and determine if they have a clean-up 
company on retainer. Also, a list of DEP Vetted firms is on SCEMA.org.  The PA Oil 
Spill Responder Liability Act grants protection, except for any acts or omissions which 
constitute gross negligence or willful misconduct.  If your station responds to a call that 
involves a release, you must make some effort to minimize the impact, including 
attempts to contain the leak, identifying impacted areas (i.e. streams, storm drains, soil, 
sanitary sewers, water shed areas), collecting information on responsible party and 
notifying 911 of the details and the need for additional mitigation efforts.  A brief 
overview of the Act is included with the minutes for reference. 

• Firefighting Foam – AFFF containing polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), are linked to 
cancer and water pollution.  Recently DEP questioned the use, there have 
(supposedly) been releases from the OSFC about the issue.  Transition to PFAS-free 
foam and the cost of disposal of existing stock remain unanswered questions. 

• Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) use within the county is expanding.  STS is operating 
nine (9) buses, Wegmans and other in the High Ridge Industrial Park have some fleet 
trucks powered by CNG, there is a CNG filling station along Keystone Blvd and SCI 
Frackville now powers the heat plant with CNG.  Three trailers are on location with a 
fourth slot open for changeout and replenishment.  The supplies are in commercial over 
the road tractor-trailers which resemble a cargo box truck. Under the skin is an inter-
modal arrangement of four (4) tanks and the associated piping and controls.  The 
current supplier is located in Lycoming County.  Typical routes of travel are I-80 to I-81 
south to Frackville or Routes 11 & 15 in Shamokin Dam area to SR-61 and SR-54 
through Northumberland and Schuylkill. 

• Propane usage is rising and is evident by the recent expansion of the Koppy’s Propane 
Distribution facility in Porter Township, west of Good Spring. The original six (6) 
horizontal tanks had a capacity of 360,000 gallons, there were four (4) larger tanks 
installed which doubled the storage capacity to 720,000 gallons.  Additionally, there is 
the equipment to have eight (8) rail tank cars connected on the siding for about 270,000 
gallons.  At 4.2 pounds per gallon, it is over 4 million pounds of propane. 
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• The facility is supplied by rail, transported through the central lines in the county.  
During colder months, rail tank cars are staged in the Cressona yards until delivered to 
the facility.  Up to 75 tank cars have been observed in that area and Koppy’s may 
received shipments of 7 to 10 tanks cars twice a week during the cold weather.  Also, 
there is the rise in over the road transport vehicles exiting Koppy’s facility to service 
customers throughout the region.    

 
Prior to the nomination of officers, President Zangari asked the group to weigh in on 
some recent suggestions that the Schuylkill County Fire Chiefs Association merge with 
the Schuylkill County Volunteer Firefighters Association.  Before opening the 
discussion, he provided a brief explanation of the formation of the SCFCA more than 30 
years ago, the need for leadership in matters that had never been effectively addressed 
by the other group. 

 Chief Phil Groody provided his opinion that the groups remain separated, siting 
years of effective programs that have benefited the fire services on the county and has 
been emulates in other parts of the state. 

 Chief Steve Polischak and Asst Chief Kevin Sobrick of Coaldale did not favor a 
merger.  The same from Secretary Matz and Asst Chief Aschman of Mahanoy City.  

 Treasurer Gary Witmier said the discussion has been brought about by the lack 
of persons willing to be involved with the operation of the associations. 

 Additional comments included that the SCVFFA is controlled by DELEGATES 
and not chief officers. 

Once discussion had ended, President Zangari asked for a motion.   

Motion by Phil Groody, second by Randy Kraus to have SCFCA remain as a separate 
entity and reject any efforts to merge with the Schuylkill County Volunteer Firefighters 
Association.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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Nomination of Officers: 
 

Position Nominated by 
President Frank Zangari Kevin SIbbett 
1st Vice President Dave Sattizahn Phil Groody 
2nd Vice President Bob Leshko Kevin Sibbett 
Treasurer Gary Witmier Scott Krater 
Financial Secretary Scott Krater Phil Groody 
Secretary John Matz Scott Krater 
Trustee Kevin Sibbett Scott Krater 
Trustee Steve Polischak Kevin Soberick 
Trustee Ben Schuetler Kevin Sibbett 
   

 
Motion to close nominations by Gary WItmier second by Scott Krater.  Motion 

passed  
 
 

Good of the Organization:  

Brandon Strouphauer of PG-HH&L spoke about a rise in the use of refrigerant R-
290, which is a propane-based product.  The question of safety and fire potential is the 
main concern.  Randy Kraus also commented that vehicle AC units have begun to use 
the product.  A SDS for R-290 is included for review and reference which indicates that 
the product is 100% propane.  In review, this product, as well as refrigerants composed 
of Propylene (R1270) and Butane (R600a) are also in use, particularly in Europe.  

Phil Groody suggested that a meeting agenda be provided with the meeting 
reminder that is sent by email. 

Attached to the minutes is a copy of a guide to take good pictures for the Photo 
ID, the Transportation Guide to determine Responsible Party (which is also posted to 
the SCEMA.org website) and the recently submitted SOG. 

 

Motion to Adjourn:  by Lee Ruch second by Randy Kraus. Motion passed 

The next meeting of the SCFCA will be January 18, 2022.  Location TBD 
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NAME Organization E-Mail 

John Matz Sch Co EMA / DL&WB  jmatz@co.schuylkill.pa.us 
 

Frank Zangari Girardville FD Fjm45@verizon.net 

Gary Witmier Good Intent - Pottsville gwitmier@comcast.net 

Scott Krater Schuylkill 911 / Goodwill PC skrater@co.schuylkill.pa.us 
 

Mark Paul  DL&WB Mtp5593@yahoo.com 

Kevin Sibbett American Hose - Pottsville ksibbett@comcast.net 

Tony Aschman Good American – MC mahttire@aol.com 
 

Benjamin Schuettler Port Carbon FC Benjamin.schuettler@outlook.com 

Brian Eisenacher Tremont FC brianmindi@aol.com 

Rick R Examitas Shenandoah FD Ricktc51@hotmail.com 

Russ Schumack Shenandoah FD rpmnshu@verizon.net 

John Kellman Minersville Fire Rescue Jk512@verizon.net 

Lee Ruch Newtown FC Ruch65@yahoo.com 

Philip Groody Sr Ashland FD pgroody@ashresources.com 

Thomas R Price II Ryan Twp FC Trprice2@frontiernet.net 

Brandon Strouphauer Pine Grove HH&L bstrouphauerelectric@yahoo.com 

Frank Jackowiak Continental – Gilberton fjackowiak@hotmail.com 

Randy Kraus Jr Walker Twp Rkraus29@yahoo.com 

Stephen Polichak Coaldale FD spolischak@coaldalefire.com 

Kevin Soberick Coaldale FD Moparman670@gmail.com 

Kyle Mahoney SCMA kmahoney@scmawater.com 

Rob Prophet Traffic Planning & Design rprophet@TrafficPD.com 
 

Kyle Oszeyczik AECOM Kyle.oszeyczik@aecom.com 

George White Penn DOT  geowhite@pa.gov 
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Schuylkill County Fire Chiefs Association 
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Walk-in or Call-in Alarm received at station                                                                     
10-18-2021 
 
 
 
Purpose 
To establish guidance for personnel to follow when an emergency call is received at the station 
either by phone or from an individual who walks in to the station. 
 
Procedure 
The following information should be obtained from the caller or individual reporting the incident 
1 name of the individual reporting the incident 
2 nature of the incident 
3 Address of the incident 
4 contact information for the caller or individual reporting the incident 
 
If a caller indicates that they are in a dangerous situation such as inside a burning structure they 
should be instructed to hang up and exit the building immediately 
 
If the caller is not in immediate danger they should be instructed to hang up and call 911. 
 
The communication center should immediately be notified of the report so that the appropriate 
alarm may be dispatched.  Do not depend on the original caller to contact the Communications 
Center. 
 
Seatbelts                                                                                                        10-18-2021 
 
 
Purpose 
To reduce the risk of serious injury or death resulting from a motor vehicle accident involving 
department vehicles.  
 
Objective 
To establish safe behavior regarding the use of seatbelts when operating or riding in an 
emergency vehicle 
 
Procedure 
All persons driving or riding in fire department vehicles shall be seated in approved riding 
positions and have seatbelts fastened at any time that the vehicle is in motion. Seatbelts should 
not be loosened or released while responding to calls in order to facilitate the donning of 
equipment. Members should don appropriate turnout gear prior to mounting the vehicle for a 
response. 
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Backing Apparatus                                                                                       10-18-2021 
 
 
Purpose 
The purpose of this SOG is to define safe backing operations for the ______ Fire Department 
 
Scope 
This SOG applies to vehicles designated as front-line fire apparatus including engines, tankers, 
ladders, tower ladders, rescue vehicles and squads. It should also be applied in all other 
appropriate situations. 
 
General considerations 
Backing a large vehicle such as a fire apparatus is an inherently dangerous operation and 
whenever possible backing should be avoided. 
Whenever it is necessary to back a fire apparatus, at a minimum, a senior member, equipped with 
a portable radio shall serve as a spotter. Certain apparatus and situations may necessitate the use 
of two spotters, one on either side at the rear of the vehicle, visible in the review mirror to the 
operator. Each spotter should be equipped with a portable radio. 
At night, in low light conditions or during inclement weather spotters will wear a turnout coat or 
vest with appropriate reflective trim. 
 
Backing Operations  
During the backing operation the spotter or spotters will be visible to the driver in the rear 
mirrors at all times.  The apparatus operator will immediately stop backing if he loses sight of 
either of the back-up spotters and will not resume backing until all spotters are in view.  
Each spotter will be equipped with a portable radio and will keep a hand on the transmit button 
during the operation. If an unsafe situation should arise the spotter will immediately issue the 
command ”STOP”. The driver will bring the vehicle to an immediate stop and he will not move 
again until he and the spotter who issued the stop order have communicated that the unsafe 
situation has been remedied. 
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